Parables of Repentance of Believers

Luke 15:1-7
Introduction: Special Chapters in the New Testament
Luke 15:1-2

“Then ﻿﻿all the tax collectors and the sinners drew near to Him to hear Him. And the Pharisees and scribes complained, saying, “This Man ﻿﻿receives sinners ﻿﻿and eats with them.” So He spoke this parable to them, saying: 

The Accusers – Pharisees and Scribes
The Accusation – He eats with sinners
The Audience – The tax collectors and sinners.

The Parables of Luke 15
Parable of the Lost Sheep - Luke 15:4-7
“What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he loses one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness, and go after the one which is lost until he finds it? And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing. And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ﻿﻿Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep ﻿﻿which was lost!’ I say to you that likewise there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents ﻿﻿than over ninety-nine ﻿﻿just persons who ﻿﻿need no repentance. 

I.  The Story

A. The Sheep Belong to the Shepherd - All 100
B. The Sheep Strayed from the Shepherd - One went away
C. The Sheep is found by the Shepherd – Ninety-nine are still there.
D. The Sheep is rejoiced over by the Shepherd - ninety-nine ﻿﻿just persons who ﻿﻿need no repentance.

II. The Application

A. The Sheep Represent Believers
B.  The Straying Sheep is still a Believer
Parable of the Lost Silver - Luke 15:8-10
“Or what woman, having ten silver ﻿﻿coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? And when she has found it, she calls her friends and neighbors together, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the piece which I lost!’ Likewise, I say to you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.” 
I. The Story
A. The Silver Coins Belong to the Woman
B. The Silver is Lost to the Woman
C.  The Silver is Found by the Woman

D.  The Silver is Rejoiced Over by the Woman
II. Application 
A. The Silver Represents the Believer

B. The Lost Silver Was Still a Believer

The Parable of the Lost Son - Luke 15:11-24

I. The Story 
A. The Son Belongs to the Father
B. The Son Strays from the Father
C. The Son Returns to the Father
D. The Son is Rejoiced over by the Father

II.   Application

A. The Son Represents the Believer
B. The Straying Son Was Still a Believer

The Older Brother



False Assumptions Concerning Luke 15
I.   That the “righteous persons” (15:7, 10) Refers to the Scribes and Pharisees.
A. The Scribes and Pharisees were not righteous
B. The Scribes and Pharisees were not listening to these parables. 

II.  That “righteous persons” are believers as apposed to the “lost” who are unbelievers
A. They are all in the same group in the first place.
B. The one who left was still a part of the group. He is just in another place.

III. That the “righteous persons” (15:7) really means “those think they need no repentance.”

A. What did Jesus say?
B. That’s what it means!

IV.  That “lost” means “unsaved” 

A. Lost has many meanings in different contexts. In 1 Samuel 9:3 Saul’s donkeys were lost.
B. In the parable, it means that the owner does not know where it is.

V.   That “sinner” means “unsaved”

A. Believers do sin
I John 1:8 

“If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us 

I John 1:10
﻿“If we say that we have not sinned, we ﻿make Him a liar, and His word is not in us. 

B. The Seven Churches of Revelation 2 and 3 are Called to Repent of their Sin.

A Phrase that recurs in each message is:

“He who has ears, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.

Take a look at the last verse of Luke 14 

“He who has an ear to hear, let him hear!”

Let us all listen to what the Spirit says to:
Twin Lakes Baptist Church

Amen!

